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 It is an honour to pen this inaugural foreword for 
the Canadian Journal of Law and Justice (CJLJ). As readers 
will find out, the editors are committed to access to justice 
in Canada, and indeed that is the theme of this edition. Of 
course, access to justice has been a theme of the moment 
across law schools and the practice of law. Most explorations 



of the concept have tended to focus on how to service 
clients more effectively, and most commonly, outside of 
the arena of criminal law. Many explications of the concept 
focus on issues of representation in court and access to 
legal information for the masses out of court.

 The founding board of the CJLJ, by bringing this 
theme to the fore and focusing on the area of criminal law, 
have focused study and attention on the most marginalized 
persons living in Canada, whose fundamental rights are at 
stake – most commonly, liberty. Many of these vulnerable 
people face deprived backgrounds, membership in 
communities which have been historically disadvantaged 
and have been and continue to be discriminated against; 
often they are peoples whom government and society 
have tended to leave behind. It is a remarkable use of law 
student privilege (in addition to the already burdensome 
time demands of the study of law) to focus on the most 
marginalized populations, when surrounded by peers whom, 
amongst other goals, are aspiring to the highest levels of 
corporate and commercial work in Canada. It gives one 
optimism for the future of the profession. 

 Access to justice is an expansive movement in 
Canada. Education and knowledge mobilization is an 
important component of this corpus. Providing critical 
legal information to people outside of the practice of law 
and apart from traditional legal education has the benefit 
of providing key insights to a population that might not 
otherwise have access to that knowledge. There is no doubt 
that legal knowledge enthusiasts, practitioners, students 
and academics will be interested in this volume, but the 
editors have made it their goal to disseminate the volume 
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well beyond the usual suspects.

 The volume will be distributed for free in federal 
penitentiaries, will be open access online, and the 
requirements of submission are designed to create an 
accessible and readable product. There is no question that 
legal literacy is a barrier that many Canadians face. Open 
access is one of the tools that educators and scholars can 
use to help bridge the legal literacy divide. There is little 
doubt and indeed, this volume is evidence, that the editorial 
board seeks to build this bridge.

 Further, the board has demonstrated its commitment 
to questioning and examining issues of justice through 
non-traditional means. This first edition includes original 
artwork from inmates (through the Justice Exchange Project 
in Ontario and through an Art therapy program in Quebec) 
as well as from a prosecutor. Thus, the founding board 
understands that though the study of law and justice has 
an empirical substratum, giving credence to empathetic and 
artistic expressions that are more emotive than traditional 
doctrinal study, provides another layer of understanding 
and examination.

 It is clear to me that the CJLJ acutely understands 
that the study of law is a social enterprise. Though law 
governs us, and has the  power to delineate coercion, law 
is also a form of media that refracts, reflects, absorbs and 
can disrupt the social world. Producing knowledge about 
law, allows the voices of editors, authors and artists the 
opportunity to plug in to this iterative dialogue, to discuss 
and trouble notions of justice and to be able to contribute 
to conversations, policy developments, academic debates 



and artistic expressions about critical problems facing the 
justice apparatus of Canada, and beyond.

 Law reviews, with some notable exceptions, in Canada 
follows some fairly basic models. Often, they are faculty 
supervised and student staffed. When they are student 
run often they are under faculty oversight and, indeed, 
control. The CJLJ has a grassroots inception and orientation. 
Founded by students, with advice from a cross-national 
advisory panel, the founders of the CJLJ are students that 
have given life to, and will run the day to day operations of 
this journal. The students have secured their own funding. 
These students have used their imaginations about what 
they would like to see in an academic publication, and they 
are using their voices and talents to produce this (and many 
future) volumes. This laudable enterprise is even more 
impressive since the life of this journal will extend beyond 
any student’s tenure in law school. I imagine some of the 
founding members will have career-long involvement with 
the journal. This will increase the potential for this journal 
to bring together the voices of practitioners, scholars and 
the players in the justice system in a singular forum. The 
potential for an achievement of that magnitude is well 
within the grasp of the founding board.

 In my own professional experience, I have found 
that law students make for effective educators and scholars. 
The days where the law school experience was embodied 
by passive students seeking to absorb knowledge from an 
eminent law professor at the lectern are slowly dwindling. 
Today’s law students are experienced members of the 
wider community. They are former justice workers, doctors, 
health care professionals, teachers, scientists, policy analysts, 
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academics, laboratory workers, poets, politicians, service 
workers, tradespersons, students and labourers. They bring 
the panoply of life’s experiences to the community of legal 
learning. That have fostered legal learning as dialogical; 
they drive and even lead classroom learning. 

 Together with legal academics, today’s law students 
create knowledge in the classroom. In this manner, the CJLJ 
brings the spirit of dialogue, collaboration and access to the 
wider community. These classroom leaders seek to engage 
the wider community in discussion and dissemination of 
justice, policy and reform. This incredible volume is an 
opening salvo. This collaborative approach to knowledge 
sharing demonstrates the commitment of the founders 
of this journal to the importance of civics literacy in the 
readers of this journal. May many more issues be published 
and may the editors of this journal continue in their mission 
of shining a light on legal problems of justice and, in doing 
so accessibly, with an eye to illumination and prospective 
ameliorative change. This is an impressive foray into this 
mission. I know readers will enjoy and learn volumes from 
this first publication.


