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Photography

 A black & white photo featuring a lone individual in 
a cell, right hand up on the wall as he leans into the light 
coming through the bars of his window. Looking out into 
the brilliance of the world from the dark shadows of his 
cell, which is a symbolically ethereal representation of the 
stigma of his offence, and the darkness of his own thoughts 
as he combats the oppressive nature of prison by focusing 
on some small spark of hope that will make the coming 
night of solidarity reflection and personal penance just a 



little more bearable.

 I took this photo in 2006/07 as a test of my skill 
playing with light & shadow. I was very pleased with the 
results, especially considering that as we are not permitted 
the use of digital camera, I only took the single picture, and 
had to wait weeks for it to both return from the development 
and to clear the scrutiny of the ISO dept.

 Although this was a staged photo, anyone beholding 
it may wonder what the individual might be thinking about 
in his seemingly plaintive contemplation of the brilliance 
of the outside world, which is in such sharp contrast to the 
shadowed darkness within his cell. And further they may 
ponder what is it that he is seeing which is hidden from 
our view, perhaps a parking lot with arriving/departing 
visitors, security staff responding to another incident, a 
friend calling out to see if he wants to walk laps, or the 
freedom that lays just beyond the coils of razors wire that 
can be seen in the bottom of the window... The possibilities 
are endless, and the only thing we can know for certain is 
that each person will see what their own experience tells 
them to see... I see, myself.
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